St. Mary -Hannah Elementary School

Griffin Gazette

Principal 0s

Dear St . Mar yés
The Easter season is almost
over. The Holy Spirit is working

within us helplng us to further our the fundaments of art. | hope you path of a good education which

|0Ve, pa’[ience, kindneSS, joy, fa|th- en J 0 y e d Mr s . B y nﬁélﬂﬂésspm[ﬁslrsreeptalﬁl hnﬁs&
fu_Ine_ss, goodness and peacewith 3 | ong wi t h your ingy Aoméwd. e Mage'tHe end
His glfts' The month of May has Also available at the Academic of the trips on JuneSt_‘]and Field

s_peCiaI _Signiﬁcance for us espe- Fair, was the school newspaper. | Day on June 2. Please let your
cially this year. The Home and  saw several students sharingtheir c hi | d6s t eacher
School Committee membersand Mot her 6s Day st G déndingWAish lBok hréufd
Knights of Columbus members will parents. Thank you to Mr. Schich- your house for school textbooks
be planning a special ceremony forte| and the Buckley publishing
the new brick path and Statue of - class for helping s to print our {0 pe paid as well as your sacrifi-
Mary on the west side of the ~  paper. We have wonderful teacherg;al giving (until June 3.
church. Please watch the bulletin from Buckley school, who enhance The students did an excellent
for further informationThe our studentos
Crowning of Mary will be May iSpecial 6 way.  drill recently. We continue to
6" after the school Mass. Stu- Kindergarten registration went practice tornado and fire drills to
dents are encouraged to bring in - well. We have seven new studentse n s ur e ever yone
flowers for the ceremony. beginning in the fall. We continue  please contact me at 26288
Thank you to the Knights of {0 have parents call for more infor- o email me at:
Columbus for their supportand  mation. The Good News continues smh.school@inbox.com if you
dedication to the Spring Fling. Thistg be told about the wonderful have any questions
annual event of spaghetti dinner,  things happening at St. Mary '
academic fair, and concert was  Hannah! Thank you for turning in

wonderful. The children love show-yoyr registration form for the 2010
ing off their talents and hard work. 2011 school year.

Thank you Ms. Steed for the musi-  The candy sell went very well.
cal, not only was it educational, butThank you for buying and selling

the music was fabulous. Our chil- these delicious bars in support of
dren learn so much through her  our computer lab.

FhéHcddéntic Jair would not be end of the year. Everyone gets
the same withoutpyshdngthe sbhisSHNAG I&ter.

Sincerely,

Ms. Lisa Medina

dedication to teaching our studentspiease help your child stay on the
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The following attach-
ments are enclosed
Briless théyeare/specific
for certain grades:

§ Golden Griffin Sign
up

Camp Sancta Marid
Gr. 26
TrackGr. 2 & 3
Plow Days

w) W

music class. Well Done! We are getting very close to the

Teacher Appreciation Week

i All school families All school and parish

' should have received their | families are encouraged to
'ten Golden Griffin Raffle | bake for the sale on May 1
| Tickets on Apr. 16. . & 2. The bake sales will

| Youareaskedtore- ! occur in the school after thg
 view the signup sheet 5:00 p.m. Mass on Saturdgy
‘attached and donate2 -3 ! and after the 9 & 11:00
 hours on a weekday or . a.m. Masses on Sunday.
iweekend to sell tlckets. | The money raised will
Return the sheet with your o1y 1y rehase a frontal for
1 name to the school office " the Altar at the church
rpromptly. : '

Teacher Appreciation
Week May 2 -8. Please
encourage your child
and family to pray spe-
neifically for our teachers
uring this week.

Like our students, our
teachers are priceless
too. Our teaching staff is
highly educated, very
dedicated, and have
taught for many years!
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- It’s Official!

* Commencing next
™7 fall, Kindergarten-
;? ers will attend five
n full-days of_ school.
i We are excited to
i offel_’ f[his to our

n families.

2 Spread the word!
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It seems like the rush to the finish
line begins in April. We are savoring
the last few weeks of preschool and
noticing the advances that every child
has made.

This month we celebrated farming in
our community. We have all planted
sunflower seeds and have been caring
for them. We talked about what a seed
needs to grow: soil, water, and sun. We
were able to watch the seeds sprout
under the soil and then push the soil up
as it worked so hard to reach the sun.
This amazing plant grows so fast that
we were able to note changes in growth

Preschool

from one day to the next.

We are getting so close to the end of the
alphabet. Our letters this month were U, V,
and W. We counted to 11. Our color was
yellow and our shape was diamond. We al-
ways enjoy singing and this month was no
exception. Some of our songs and finger
plays included The Animals on the Farm , Old
MacDonald, Five Fat Peas, and Willoughby
Wallaby Woo .

For Earth Day we talked about how we can
reduce, reuse, and recycle. The children had
wonderful ideas. Many of them told us how
they recycle at home. They talked about
reusing clothes and toys, recycling trash, and

reducing energy use. We also talked
about composting and the benefits it
gives to our gardens. We looked for the
recycling symbol on different containers
and even found one on our playground
sand boxes.

Mot her ds Day is just aro
ner and we have been secretly working on
somet hing special That 0:¢
now, but we would like to wish every

mot her a very happy Mot her

Sincerely,
Mrs. Paula Whipple and the Daycare
Center Staff

Kindergarten and First Grade

Yes, it's true, April has been busy just like all
of the other months this school year. of
course, we are winding down a little bit, as the
end-of -the -year draws near. We have completed
our Easter activities and have been working on
spring concepts. We have been planting seeds
and forcing bulbs and enjoying watching the
power of God show itself through  wonder of
spring. The first graders lettuce is up and ready
for Pokey and the Kindergartner's garden is up
and growing too. :)

We have been learning about prayer during
our religion time. We have discovered that it is
important to, not only talk to God, but to listen
when He speaks to us. We have learned
that when we have friends we need to talk to
them and also listen when they talk to us; that is
how we get to know each other and how we get
to know God.

We have continued to build and add to our reading
skills. The Kindergartners will be finishing up our
focus on individual letters of the alphabet this
month. First grades will continue to work on writing
skills through their journals. The first graders are
almost finished with their spelling books.

We are also learning about math stories.  Kinder-
gartners are looking at pictures and creating math
stories to share with the class. ~ We have learned that
“joining" stories always ask, "How many are there
altogether?"; and "leaving" stories always ask, "How
many are left?"The first graders are learning differ-
ent math strategies for adding; such as finding dou-
bles, and doubles plus one.

The children enjoyed Earth Day activities by learn-
ing about recycling and helping gather sticks and pine
ones from the school lawns and the cemetery. They
did a wonderful job and worked hard to help make our
schoolyard more beautiful and a safer place for the

Second and Third Grade

lawnmowers. It is our job to take care of God's
creation.

Our class has been working hard this month to
get ready for the Spring Fling . They enjoy show-
ing parents and grandparents all of the wonderful
things they have accomplished throughout this
school year. Thank you for coming to enjoy and
share in their achievements.  They worked spe-
cially hard on the spring concert program. ~ They
have been dedicated to preparing for their special
part as the "official" bell ringers of St.

Mary's. This year they added signing to their
musical abilities, as they joined the other classes
to share a song in sign this year.

It has been a very active month and we are
looking forward to May!

His for the Children,
Miss Brenda Wright

I would like to congratulate the students who SKills, we have looked at what a good writer needs to i pressure, and wind. We have looked at what

received the Sacraments of the Holy Eucharist include in a wellwritten paragraph. \We are now get-  insiruments are used to measure these characteris-
and Confirmation on April 10th. They were all ting comfortable by first putting our thoughts onto a

tics. After looking at a map of the United States,

eager to demonstrate to Bishop Hebda, Father Writing web, and then taking these thoughts and puttinge giscovered there is a variety of climates one
Michael, and family members that they were wefl€m into complete sentences. They did write some 5y experience. They enjoyed making their

prepared to receive these two very important
Sacraments. We should all be proud of their

performance. In just a few minutes they all

stepped into being young adults who will practice " 0Ur math program the second graders have praciiicult staying focused, with everyone running in

very good persuasive paragraphs, with some valid

weather vanes and taking them outside to see how

points. We will soon be writing howo and descriptive they actually work.

paragraphs.

Another year is coming to a close. | know it is

their Catholic faith now and for the rest of their ticed all their subtraction facts through eighteen. We igerent directions, but we must try to continue

lives.

are now enjoying being introduced to the process of
All students continue to improve in their reagMultiplication. They are also learning how to write

putting our childrenbs

You have all done a marvelous job so far. Keep up

ing and phonic skills. Each day we either read Mixed fractions and identifying right angles. Our third e good work.

with a partner, read to me in a small reading

group, or read independently. We will soon be using mental computation, identifying obtuse and acute

taking unit tests that will test either: facts and

opinion, paraphrasing, making predictions, classi- In our science weather unit we are reading about the

fying, or sequencing. To improve our writing

Page 2

graders are practicing multiplying a tvaigit number

God Bless,

angles, and measuring line segments using millimeters.

Mrs. Maxine Wakeman

three main characteristics of weather: air temperature,

Griffin Gazette
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Fourth, Fifth, And Sixth Grades

April is such a Holy month, with the end of major rivers, and working together on a major
Lent, Holy Triduum observances, and the begin- project.
ning of the Easter season. We completed a no-
vena to the Divine Mercy of Christ and we
learned a new song in Sign Language to show
how God is so Goodin May, we will continue

The new pictures and current research onthe dents who are readinduckleberry Finmeed to
sun enhanced our unit on space. It was interestinginish it before May 1%.
to learn why Pluto is no longer a planet according

They asked if this was my autobiography. | told
them they had to read the book to find out. Stu-

) We will be working on a major computer pro-
to the most recent research. We spent much time ject in class on the Civil War, Reconstruction, and

our studies with the rosary and the love Mary has talking about the time periods of research articles the Industrial Revolution. This will get us to the

for her son, our Lord. The Easter white book and places to get your information. Although 20" century. We will spend some time on the
devotional helps us to focus on the history of our Wikipedia is easy to access; other sites shouldbewo r | d War | , Roaring

2006s,

church, the people who have set wonderful exam used. Please encourage your child to delve into  and Vietnam Wars, Civil Rights Movement, and

ple of their love for Jesus, and the meaning of the more reputable internet research sites.

Gospel readings. This will be continued to the Each child has a book on a different time pe-

end of the Easter season and the coming of the riod in American history to read. This book needs

Holy Spirit and formation of our church, on Pen- to be completed in two weeks and will have

tecost. individual and group projects in comparing and
We spent many hours working on the play, contracting the different time period events. Class

The River Child I enjoyed teaching your child to time will be given to read, some at home reading email.

talk louder, especially when they practice this will need to be completed to meet this deadline.

everyday in unpredictable places. What a wondel  We read and enjoyedy Teacher is an Alien

ful way to learn music, information about the

Music

performance on Wednesday April 28th. Physical education is a variety of
Looking forward to the upcoming activities. We have the eighth-mile
month, the students will be moving into apval track to do relays on. We have
unit about the instruments of the bandansle t up our smal |
orchestra. Students will learn about @ and a soccer field and ball diamond.
variety of instruments, and by the end of we trade in our gold clubs for bats
| have been very pleased with how well the unit be able to recognize what individy g palls and racing and soccer gear
the students have learned their parts;  ual instruments look like as well as how 5imost daily. We are most apprecia-
they have been very dedicated to puttingeach of the instruments sound. The  ive for our places and

Womenos As |

history to cover!

Right s.

It will be on June ¥, but the location is not de-
cided.

God Bless
Ms. Lisa Medina

All of our students have been work-
ing diligently to learn the musical River
Child for our performance on April 28th.
They have had to memorize lines and
learn to act out their parts, as well as
memorize the music and choreography.

on a great performance. In addition to classes will also learn about a variety of spaces! ST
the musical, the band has continued to band and orchestra composers, and will \‘\3\(
develop their playing skills on their indi- study the very famous orchestral work: God Bless ZQJL/
vidual instruments. This group has comePeter and the Wolf. ' 7 bJ
a long way in their playing abilities and Mr. Norm Schichtel }\\

their learning is very evident in the way

Sincerely, é'/}
they sound. We hope you enjoyed our

Miss Laura Steed

N

Faith Formation & Youth Group ~ Computers & Publishing

uled. On May 16th, we will hear the
Petoskey drum & kettle band followed
by Jason Evert, a popular speaker,
nationally known for speaking to

The computer room has blossomed

B et this spring! We now have thirteen com-

2009/10 ended a week ago with a
class of prayer, certificates and ice

. ) . We can all get one to ourselves be-
cream. On April 10, fifteen, third

cause our largest student group is

puters all doing what we ask them to do.

graders and a little older, made their
First Holy Communion and Confirma-
tion with Bishop Hebda and Father
Conner. It was a beautiful, success-
ful, faith -filled afternoon. God Bless
our young ones as they progress in
His faith and love. May they recog-
nize and rely on the Holy Spirit.

Our Youth Group has two impor-
tant and exciting May outings sched-
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young people about love, purity and
truth.

The following Sunday afternoon, we
have a date near Ludington at White
Pine Village followed by lunch on the
shore of Lake Michigan.

In Christ,

Mr. Norm Schichtel

twelve. We can get keyboarding prac-
tice, we can type our essays and print
them and we have a great new educa-
tional challenge program to go into and
practice skills and learn from with enjoy-
ment. Thanks be to God, Ms. Medina,
and Mike Morairty and to Judy and
Norm Schmansky for their donation of
another printer!

Sincerely,

Mr. Norm Schichtel

Griffin Gazette
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The end of the year field trip is not yet planned.

If you have any other questions, please call or

Physical Education

Airoucf



Art Class

First, | would like students and Styrofoam trays and then printing
parents to know t themton wateeoloclbacki dr en 6 s
artwork is greatly appreciated. | grounds. The K-1 students read
received many compliments on the  Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister and
quality of artwork on display at the  created crayon relief fish pic-
iSalute to Adamostured Jhe 26 grade students madé e
Kingsley Branch Library. And | was  3-D paper sculptures with a fish

color. They will learn about Jackson
SPollock and add to their guitars with
a spatter technique in Pollock style.
Students used charcoal pencils to
draw a realistic still life. The K-1
used shapes to draw a pig. They
turned out very cute. The 2-3 will

pleased with the number of stu- theme. They also drew fish with glue switch gears and create their own
dents who displayed their artwork and used colorful chalk to fill in the cartoon characters.
at the Academic Achievement image. These were fun, but messy. Boy, the time is really flying by.
Fair. Great job and a big pat on Our latest projects revolved
the back! around observation and realism. 4-6 Sincerely
We left winter behind and students observed electric guitars '
worked on fish projects. The 4-6 and designed their own one-of-a kind Miss Beth Bynum
grade students created fish printing guitar. The 4-6 graders have a
projects etching a fish design in choice of how they will add

Blood Drive Play Group Dates | Special Prayers

. The next play group for parents In the words of the children.
A Blood Drive has been and t mfants Q&ddlers and pre- Special prayer intentions by the 2&3

schedul ed f orgp, S|sFr|d by ¥1Q fom  Grades. WE PRAY FOR:

Monday, May 10th from-3 1011:15 a.m. § The sick people of our parish.
7:00 p.m. in the school. Ms. Barbara Reynolds of MSU  '§  Our grandparents.
Please EXtension Office has arranged to us¢g || family and friends having sur-
spread our facility once a month to offer the gery.
play group dates. You may contact :
m the word her at 9224824 if you have any 8 eEE i Sy el e
W b : Sacraments.
to your guestions. o
s NOTE: There J 8 People to find jobs.
frlends will be no June p|ay § Bishop Bernard Hebda.
and fam- group. L\t«ﬁ)\ § All teachers.
ily. =

I : : . National D f PrayérMay 6
First Communion & Confirmation ~

Congratulations 59th Observance of the
to our young pa-

rishioners who
made their First
Communion and

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

Confirmation Sac- Thursday, May 6th
raments on April
10th, in the pres- Prayeré. . for such

ence of Bishop
Hebda, Fr. Mike,

* their teachers, and
family members.

Griffin Gazette
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Above Left: Don Weston, Knights of Columbus, presents to the students their awards for participating in the poster
contest . Special awards were given to Elizabeth Steed and
graders test their weathervanes on a beautiful spring day.

B -‘ . ~ = Left: Nick Pinna and Joel
N ‘:: Fleis work together on a
classroom project on the
census.

Right: The 2&3 graders
are busy cleaning the lawn
as they patrticipate in

Earth Day activities.

Bel ow Left: Mi s sf Fifat dregdo budyswith Edrth IDay @ictivBtiésgo pose for
the camera. Right: Kaitlyn Momrik, Christian Carr, and Dennis Nolf show their weeding skills on
Earth Day.

Griffin Gazette




Needed Items

Remember, a variety of your
unwanted items can be used for
Attic Treasurers & the Oral Auc-
tion at the Chicken Dinner on June
20t h. Dondt
without giving this some thought.

Do you have any new items that

you dono6t need?
Silent Auction too.
- Call the school or

< %~ parish office if you

Vel | 2’ have any ques-
4 . &
N

tions.
Enrollment 10/11

Less than five weeks left
until the end of the school yeg
We would very much like to
receive your registration infor
mation and/or know that you
are enrolling for the 2010/201
school year.

We order all our classroom
supplies in June. Please turn
your registration by June 3rd.

Clothing for Sale!

Uniform Policy

The Home & School Associa- Shorts are allowed after May

tion has two school embroi-

dered navy hooded sweatshirt
t hroforsape!

1st if the temperature is 70 de-
rees or more.
S Shorts may not be worn on

Thé wéatshirts areédays there is Mass or any church

children sizes 4/5 and cost $26rvice during the school day.

them for

eache the
Stop in the school office to
take a look at these unique

sweatshirts that would be greaten fields and the

for spring time wear.

Candy Sale

We did it! With your
r. help we sold 2,500 candy
bars! The candy bar sale
should bring in $1250.00
which will be used towards
1 the computer lab. Thank
you for all your support.

n

Thank you.

No School!

With no school on Friday, May
28 & 31, the calendar will alter as
follows:

§ Kindergarteners will come to
school on Monday, May 24th
The Young Fives will come to
school on Tuesday, May 25th.
Young 5s come to school on
Tuesday, June 1st.

8
8

Pl ease see
if you have any questions.

your

Volume 5 Issue 15

Proper Clothing

The heat has been turned off
at the school now that the winter
heating months are over. Please
see that your child has a sweater
or sweatshirt left in their locker.

The weather may be warming
up outside, but the classrooms
can be cool at times. Please
check with your child to make
sure they have something to

cleave at chook e ac her

Students still need a light

jacket, sweatshirt or sweater for

outside recess. Our
playground is next to

W/

J

Beach Bums
Reading Program

wind is sometimes
cool.

The reading program
sponsored by the Beach Bums
has concluded for another
year. This wonderful pro-
gram provides various
prizes to all students who
participate.

Please check with your
child to see if they have
brought home their Beach
Bums Tote bag. The prizes
they receive depend on the
level of completion. Fan
Fest is scheduled for May

1st. Letds pl ay

Gr. 2 & 3 Track

Kingsley School is of-
fering a 2 & 3 grade track
program for boys and
girls. This program
teaches a variety of track
skills including long jump,
sprints, hurdles, distance,
and relays.

You may refer to the
attached registration form
if you are interested.

Griffin Gazette
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Spring Fling 2010

Thank you to our
Knights of Columbus,
Francis L. Karl Council

for sponsoring the

annual Spaghetti Dinner.

Events of the Night
§ Spaghetti Dinner
§ Academic Fair
§ Musical Concert
s River Child Musical

Thank you to
Ms. Medina,

Mrs. Wakeman,
Miss Wright, Miss Steed,
and Mrs. Bynum for
their leadership and
patience.

Griffin Gazette



St. Mary -Hannah Year at a Glance

May
Elementary School 1&2 Parish wide Bake Sale after all Masses
2-7 Teacher Appreciation Week
4 6:30-8:30 p.m. Boy Scouts
2912 West M-113 6 9:00 a.m. School Mass with ng (_:rowning at the school
Kingsley, Michigan 49649 students are encouraged to bring in flowers
6 National Day of Prayer
Phone: 231-263-5258 7 Dollar Jear_1 Day & Pop_corn Day
o 8 Golden Griffin Raffle Tickets at Ace Hardware
Fax: 231-263-5288 A
9 Happy Mot her 6s Day
Email: 10 3-7:00 p.m. Blood Drive
smh.school @inbox.com 11 9:00 a.m. Rosary & Benediction
14 Sweet Sale/Jean Day by Grades Younyy bsst Grade
Visit our Website: 12 (13201!3der\1( S(r;iffin Raffle Tickets at S
. :15 p.m. Youth Group
www.stmaryshannah.com 18 9:00 a.m. Rosary & Benediction
18 6:30-8:30 p.m. Boy Scouts
19 Books Are Fun arrives
21 Dressup Day bring in food item
21 Golden Griffin Raffle Tickets at East Traverse Catholic Credit Union
21 10-11:15 a.m. MSU Play Group for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers
PrincipakLisaMedina 22 GOI den GI’I ff| n Raffl e T| Cke'[S at G
Secretary: Anita Casselman 24 Kindergarten comes to school
Pre-School: Paula Whipple 25 Young 5s come to school
Maintenance: Pete Hoopfer 25 9:00 a.m. School Mass
Food Service: Gail Roberts 26 Last Day to order from Books Are Fun
g_ome & School: Kathy Momrik and 28 No Schoob Day Care Latchkey open
lane Durocher 28 Golden Griffin Raffle Tickets at S
31 No Schood Memorial Day
June

1 Young 5s come to school

1 Field Tripsto be announced

1 6:30-8:30 p.m. Boy Scouts

2 Field Day

3 Last Day 9:00 a.m. School Mass followed by awards & reception then

dismissal

4 Golden Griffin Raffle Tickets at East Traverse Catholic Credit Union
12 Golden Griffin Raffle Tickets at Interlochen
13 Golden Griffin Raffle Tickets at Interlochen

St. Mary’s Hannah
Parish and School

Image by Elizabeth Clous Schaub Catholic Summer Camp  Books Are Fun

Mission Statement Camp Sancta Maria, located in The Books Are Fun display will
Gaylord, is a Catholic summer camp Vvisit us one last time before the
We, the parishioners, parents and that offers one and two week camps school year ends.

thhoilf bfe"ev‘; Ihat :u‘r o “_"g?vgnypfr_s Han fot ho§y$ BAd bhéveek camp for girls. The display will arrive on
bose is to provide each child with the It is a retreat center for families, Wed., May 19th and orders will be
opportunity to experien ehurclaetsq and schoal gioups. taken throth Wed--_ May 26th.
:i:(;/\:)or?r.]evl\_l&arg c?:ei:iic;a:zg 2r;(r:|tvianr:epow— Lots of activities, incIuding da”y . Our school regelves one free
talents%/and tre;,su?es to build the King}— Ma s s ( c h I I d ren 6 S I‘em fpl‘ @v?r)gt%p )tems oqﬂqreg. ase ca I
dom of God. By helping each child achieve (248) 8228199 for details or visit FI’.OIT] the previous order, we Pb'
his/her maximum potential of mind, heart, online at: tained a set of books for the li-
body, and soul, we strive to build Christian brary, one set of books for a

character as part of our teaching the

Catholic faith. Www.campsanctamaria.org

Our Foundation ... Faith, Family, Fundamentals.
Page 8 Griffin Gazette

classroom, and a puzzl
forget to mark your calendar!



